
In our study of Jacob’s story, we are going to focus on a few snapshots of his life to see a 
major transformation. Remember that Jacob is the man known as a deceiver who tricked his 
brother and father for his own benefit. However, it’s amazing what 20 years of hardship can 
do for your character!

Fleeing to Haran — Genesis 28:10-22
God reaffirms to Jacob the same promise he has given to Abraham and Isaac. 
What do you notice about the promise this time around?

What is significant about Jacob’s response to this promise?

Jacob, the Honest Man — Genesis 29-31
In chapters 29-31, we read about Jacob working 7 years only to be tricked into marrying the 
wrong woman, working 7 more years for the woman he really wanted, having 11 children 
by four women, and becoming very wealthy. When he finally takes his family and runs away, 
his father-in-law chases him down.

Read Genesis 31:4-13. Why was Jacob successful?

Read Genesis 31:17-44. What do you learn about Jacob from this interaction 
with his father-in-law?

Jacob, the Wrestler — Genesis 32-33
When Jacob neared his homeland, he began to worry about confronting Esau.

Read Genesis 32:7-21. What do you learn about Jacob from this section?

Read Genesis 32:22-32. In what way(s) was Jacob an “overcomer”?

In what ways had he been “struggling” with God and with men?

It’s significant that Jacob is renamed Israel here because Jacob’s encounter with the angel 
at Peniel was characteristic of his own journey and will be characteristic of his children as 
well. Sometimes, they would “struggle” in opposition to God and sometimes they would 
“struggle” just to hold on to God.

Take it Home
Jacob’s story shows his transformation from a full-on deceiver to a man 
struggling to do the right thing, stay faithful, and walk in God’s promise. What 
about his story connects with your life today?
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